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Greece. |. Geographical location
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Greece, officially
Hellenic Republic
and known since
ancient times as
Hellas (EALGC/Ellas)
1s located in Southern
Europe, at the
crossroads of Europe
Asia and Africa.



Greece. |. Geographical location
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_: Greece occupies the

. southern-most end of the
- Balkan Peninsula. It IS
surrounded on the north by
Albania, the Republic of
Macedonia (FY.R.O.M.) and
Bulgaria; to the east by the
. Aegean Sea and Turkey, to
. e = 2 R,.n.,eg" the south by the
Mediterranean Sea 4 i Mediterranean Sea and to
| e stnehantede: w 5 the west by the lonian Sea

and ltaly.
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CLIMATE OF GREECE I. A general description
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The climate in Greece is
typical of the
Mediterranean climate:

« mild and rainy winter

o relatively warm and dry
summer

« generally, extended
periods of sunshine
throughout most of the
year
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CLIMATE OF GREECE II. Climatic diversity

Globel brtzonal Iradiaton «n A great variety of climate
subtypes, always within

the Mediterranean
“ climate frame, are
encountered in several
@ regions of Greece. This is
s ‘¥ due to the influence of
N | great mountain chains
O SN along the mainland and
?{ s L Cod other mountainous
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CLIMATE OF GREECE II. Climatic diversity

Greece map of Képpen climate classification

Cold semi-arid climate (BSk)

Warm mediterranean climate (Csa) @ 0

Temperate mediterranean climate (Csb)

Warm continental climate/
Humid continental climate (Dfa)

[ Temperate continental climate/
Humid continental climate (Dfb)

B Cool continental climate/
Subarctic climate (Dfc)

B Temperate continental climate/
Mediterranean continental climate (Dsh)

B Cool continental climate (Dsc)

Warm oceanic climate/
Humid subtropical climate (Cfa)

Thus, the weather in Greece
varies from the dry climate of
Attiki and East Greece in
general, to the wet climate of
Northern and Western
Greece.

In climatological terms, the
year can be  broadly
subdivided into two main
seasons: The cold and rainy
period lasting from mid-
October until the end of
March, and the warm and
dry season lasting from April
until September.



CLIMATE OF GREECE Ill. Mean annual
temperature

* During the first period, the coldest
months are January and February,
with, a minimum temperature
ranging, on average, between 5-10
degrees Celsius near the coasts and
0-5 Celsius over the mainland, with
lower values over the northern part
of the country.

* Long stretches of consecutive rainy
days are infrequent in Greece, even
during the winter, and the sky does
not remain cloudy for more than a
few days in a row. “Bad weather”
days in winter are often interrupted,
during January and the first fortnight
of February, with sunny days, known
as ‘Halcyon days’ since ancient times.




CLIMATE OF GREECE Ill. Mean annual
temperature

= The winter is milder in the Aegean
and lonian Islands compared to
e Northern and Eastern mainland
:—"(‘?.“'“*t"f’ d Greece.
gl BT = During the warm and dry period
the weather is usually stable, the
sky is clear, the sun is bright and
3 there is generally no rainfall. There
---f‘ "o are, however brief intervals of
&
4

rapid rain or thunderstorms over
I mainland areas. The warmest
N period occurs during the last ten
H U e days of July and the first ten days
2 S of August, when the maximum
f temperature lies between 30 and
L P 40 degrees Celsius. During the
- kL P warm period the high
temperatures are tempered by sea
breezes in the coastal areas of the
country and from the north winds,
blowing mainly in the Aegean.




Main features of Greek flora and
fauna. I. An introduction

Due to the great
range of climatic
and
geomorphologic
conditions,
species and
ecosystems
diversity is high.

40
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Main features of greek flora and fauna. | An introduction.

Greece entirely lies in
the Mediterranean
biogeographical region,

with ecosystems ranging
from semi-desert and
maquis, to cold climate
mountain forests of birch
(=onuuda/simida) , scots
pine (=revko/pefko)

and spruce
(=¢\ato/elato).




Main features of greek flora and fauna I. An introduction

o About two-thirds of the
Greek territory is covered
by a hilly or mountainous
terrain, with the typical
landscape being rugged
and steep. Greece has a
very extensive coastline of
about 15.000 kilometres
and about 3.000 islands,
which represent 20% of the
land area. The coastline is
mainly rocky and sandy
with about 5% wetlands




Main features of greek flora and fauna

|. An introduction
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e Greek flora and fauna

among the richest

in Europe: more than
5.500 plant species
have been recorded,

N a large number of
emic species, due

tot

spe

spe

ne isolation of

mountains and islands.
Nearly all mammal

cies recorded are

indigenous, as well as
85% of freshwater fish

cies.



Il. Greek Flora

Plant life in Greece is very
rich with many different
species. Most are typically
Mediterranean such as

= evergreen oak
=dpu¢/Belavidia/dris,
velanidid) ,

= cypress(=kumnapiooi/kip
arissi), and

= pine (=mtevko/pefko)
and shrubs such as

= juniper
(=apkeubog/kedpog/ked
ros)

= myrtle
(=puptia/mirtia ), and

= oleander(=mkpoddagvn/
pikrodafni).




Il. Greek Flora

e The northern mountains
have forests of
deciduous trees such as

e o0ak
(BeAavidia=velanidia’)

.o chestnut(=kaotavia/kast

1 ania’)

"« ash(=@Aapouptd/flamou
rid/tilio), and

e beech (=o&ld/oxia’), with

o fir (=¢\ata/elata)

and

» pine(=nevka/pefka)

on the upper slopes.



Il. Greek flora

Another feature of the Greek flora is
the big number of wild aromatic and
medicinal plants. Aromatic plants
mainly give us the essential oils very
useful in perfumery, soap, food
industry, confectionery etc., like
rosemary
(=8evtpoAifavo/dentrolivano),
thyme(=0upapt/thymari), lavender
(=AeBavta/levanta), peppermint
(=duoopog/dyosmos) , sage
(=paokopnio/faskomilo) , mountain
tea (=toat Tou Bouvou/tsai tu vunu),
diktamos (=6iktauog).



Il. Greek Flora

A S © The most common

L

N Pn wildflowers in the country
Tl are the anemones
: (=avepwva/anemona), the
gladiolus
& (=yhadloda/gladiola) , the
. cyclamens (=kukAdauvo/
s= kyklamino) , the
L irises(=ipdec/irides), the
= tulips(=touAimnec/tulipes) ,
@l and the lilies(=kpiva/krina),



_1ll. Greek Fauna

In the mountain forests of

@ central Greece, bears

. (=apkoUL&a/ec/arkouda/es),
wolves(=\Ukoc/ol/likos/i) ,
wildcats
(=ayployateg/agriogates) ,
martens (=kouvapia/kunavi/a) ,
wild boars
(=ayployoupouva/agrioguruna)

and

deer (=eAawia/elafia) can be
found.




I1l. Greek fauna

In the south and the coastal
areas, Mediterranean
animals such as the
jackal(=toakalv/tsakali) ,
wild
goat(=ayplokdatolko/agrioka
tsiko) , and
hedgehog(=okavt{oxolpog/
skantzohiros) are commmon.

Greece has a variety of
birds, including the heron
(=epwdiLod/erodios) , stork
(=rtehapyos/pelargos) , and
pelican(=neAekavocg/pelekan
0S).




| Ill. Greek fauna

Reptiles include

snakes, lizards, and tortoises.

* Salamander is an amphibian and
endemic specie.



Protected areas of Greece

e Since 1937, Greece has
started to identify natural
areas of specific ecological
importance (forests, wetlands
etc.) and place them under
special protection. National
parks include Olympus
(border of Thessaly and
Macedonia), Parnassos and Iti
(central Greece), Prespa and
Vikos-Aoos (Continent),
Parnitha (Attiki) and Samaria
(Crete). There are also 11
wetlands, 51 preserved
natural monuments, 113
important bird sanctuaries
and 300 nature reserves.




Rare and protected species

Among the protected species is the
Mediterranean loggerhead turtle and the
Monachus - Monachus seal. The last
hosted in the waters of Zakynthos and
Kefalonia, while the first is found in the
. waters of the Aegean and lonian seas.

The dense forests and especially the
" Forest of Dadia, rising Evros River in
.- 4% Thrace, is a shelter for the largest variety
g2 of game bird in Europe. The Small Prespa
¥ in Macedonia has the richest colony of
=% fish-eating birds in Europe, and we can
also meet cormorants, moorhens, greylag
goose and Goosander.

The brown bear (the largest mammal in
Europe) breeds in the mountains of
Pindos and at border mountains with
Albania, FYROM and Bulgaria. The
northern forests offer shelter to the
wildcat, the sable and the chamois and
occasionally wolves, while European
chamois and hedgehogs live in the south.




Sources.
School book/E-book,Geography, 5th class of the primary school

School book/E-book, Georgaphy, 2nd
orade of the Junior High School.

Goulandris Natural History Museum

Greek Ministry of Environment and Energy: Natural environment.

Hellenic National Meteorological Service

Hellenic Ornithological Society

Wedsite of the Greek Presidency of the European Union (2003):
Environment: Flora and fauna.

YPEF European contest about forests and forestry.Educational
material. Sixth edition, 2016.

Wikipedia, Georgraphy of Greece
WWEF about forests



http://ebooks.edu.gr/modules/ebook/show.php/DSDIM-E100/692/4594,20791/
http://ebooks.edu.gr/modules/ebook/show.php/DSDIM-E100/692/4594,20791/
http://ebooks.edu.gr/modules/ebook/show.php/DSGYM-B106/382/2534,9796/
http://ebooks.edu.gr/modules/ebook/show.php/DSGYM-B106/382/2534,9796/
http://ebooks.edu.gr/modules/ebook/show.php/DSGYM-B106/382/2534,9796/
http://ebooks.edu.gr/modules/ebook/show.php/DSGYM-B106/382/2534,9796/
http://ebooks.edu.gr/modules/ebook/show.php/DSGYM-B106/382/2534,9796/
http://www.ekby.gr/ekby/en/EKBY_Natural_Environment_en_.html
http://www.ypeka.gr/Default.aspx?tabid=235&locale=en-US&language=el-GR
http://www.ypeka.gr/Default.aspx?tabid=235&locale=en-US&language=el-GR
http://www.hnms.gr/hnms/greek/climatology/climatology_html
http://www.ornithologiki.gr/index.php?loc=en
http://www.eu2003.gr/gr/cat/134/
http://ypef.eu/flora_fauna_gr
http://ypef.eu/flora_fauna_gr
http://ypef.eu/flora_fauna_gr
http://ypef.eu/flora_fauna_gr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geography_of_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geography_of_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geography_of_Greece
http://www.wwf.gr/forests/pdfs/Diaplaseis.pdf
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